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called  The  Irishe  Rebellion,  the  8 June,
2/. 0. 0".

' " Here ended my allowance of plaies, for the war
began in Aug. 1642."

Sir William D'Avenant, about sixteen months after
the death of Ben Jonson, obtained from his Majesty
(Dec. 13, 1638,) a grant of an annuity of one
hundred pounds per ami. which he enjoyed as poet
laureat till his death. In the following year (March
26, 1640,) a patent passed the great seal authorizing
Mm to erect a playhouse, which was then intended
to have been built behind The Three Kings Ordinary
In Fleet-street: but this scheme was not carried into
execution, I find from a Manuscript in the Lord
Chamberlain's Office, that after the death of Christo-
pher Beeston, Sir W. D'Avenant was appointed by
the Lord Chamberlain, (June 27, 1639,) " Governor
of the King and Queens company acting at the
Cockpit in Drury Lane, during the lease which Mrs.
Elizabeth Beeston, alias Hutcheson, hath or doth
hold in the said house :" and I suppose he appointed
her son Mr. William Beeston his deputy, for from
Sir Henry Herbert's office-book, he appears for a
short time to have had the management of that
theatre.

In the latter end of the year 1659, some months
before the restoration of EL Charles II. the theatres.,
which had been suppressed during the usurpation,
began to revive, and several plays were performed at:
the Red Bull in St. John's Street,.in that and the
following year* before the return of the king. In
June, 1660, three companies seem to have been
formed ; that already mentioned; one under Mr.
William Beeston In Salisbury Court, and one at the
Cockpit in Drury Lane under Mr. Rhodes, who had
been wardrobe-keeper at the theatre. in Blackfriars
before the breaking out of the Civil Wars. Sir